
I hope you have noticed the change in the RTMC Astronomy Expo date.  The RTMC Board of Directors agreed to move the 

Expo to float with new moon.   We understand that this is a surprise for many participants and would like to explain the 

rationale. 

We have been concerned about the future of the Riverside Telescope Makers Conference, now called the RTMC Astron-

omy Expo, for more than a decade.  Itôs attendance peaked in the 1980s, plateaued in the 1990s, and went into a slow 

downward trend that has increased in steepness recently.  The data show that the effect seems to be wholly independent 

of the economy, gas prices, etc.  Attendance has decreased over time, whatever the phase of the Moon is.  2010 was go-

ing to be a particularly troubling year as the Full Moon will occur on Memorial Day Weekend.  

Over the past decade we tried to make RTMC AE more appealing in a variety of ways, including an annual (but non-

exclusive) theme, a Beginnerôs Corner, childrenôs events, and family camp activities.  Even with these efforts registration is 

decreasing.  After considerable discussion, we agreed that moving RTMC AE to new moon weekend has more advantages 

than disadvantages.  Some of the advantages include sometimes giving Memorial Day weekend back to astronomersô 

families, opening earlier in the week for observers (without the distractions of daytime activities), and less traffic than o n a 

holiday weekend.  The Expo will still have all the things it offered before, including the people -activities, whether they are 

reunions, jam sessions, pot lucks, or weddings in 

the chapel, the family activities, and the program in 

the dining hall, Beginnerôs Corner, childrenôs 

events, swap meet, observing, and all the rest.  

We havenôt given up on Memorial Day week-

end.  Over the next 20 years, almost half of the 

RTMC Astronomy Expos can be scheduled on Me-

morial Day weekend.  Please help us initiate this 

new era in the Riverside Telescope Makers Confer-

ence Astronomy Expo. 

Clear and steady skies, 

Steve Edberg 

RTMC Executive Director and Grand Poobah 

2010 - Dark Sky Observing  

May 12 -16, 2010  

Camp Oakes  

 Big Bear, California  

A ï8 Magnitude Iridium Flare shown above the 2009 RTMC Astronomy Expo 



The Fire Marshal requires a strict 
safety plan:  

Monitors to assure roads are kept 

clear, specific areas are closed to 

vehicles, and cars are properly 

parked off the road (especially while 

awaiting opening). Please cooperate 

Sponsorships ðPride and Privilege  
The sponsors listed on the back cover of this registration flyer, and the others who will 

step forward between now and the Expo, play a big role in the success of the RTMC 

Astronomy Expo and amateur astronomy itself. Their contributions support grants to 

clubs throughout the United States and the world and enable camp scholarships so 

young people may attend RTMC Astronomy Expo and learn to love this hobby.   

 

You may be a sponsor, either as an individual or through your club or business, by 

pledging at the Bronze, Silver, Gold, or Platinum level. For details, contact Glenn 

Malcolm (951 360 1030 home, or 951 354 5388 work, or gmalcolm@charter.net). 

 

In appreciation for your support, your name and logo will be placed on the RTMC 

Astronomy Expo website, and will also appear in the program. Different sponsor pack-

ages, including vendor booths may be arranged. 
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Dr. Fritz Benedict is a Senior Re-
search Scientist with the University 
of Texasô McDonald Observatory.  In 
1977 he became a member of the 
Hubble Space Telescope Astrometry 
Science Team. Fritz is a dynamic 
speaker who will discuss ñRecent 
Adventures with the Hubble Space 
Telescopeò. While producing some 
of the most beautiful and stunning 
images of our Universe (and he will 
show us many!), the Hubble Space 
Telescope has also, quietly, done 
some research you may not have 
heard much about. We use this 
most modern of instruments to 
carry out one of the most ancient 
activities of astronomers, measuring 
star positions that lead to founda-
tional results for all of astronomy 
and astrophysics. 

The conference grounds will open at 
about Noon on Wednesday May 12.  

This is a big change from what we 
have done in the past.  Instead of 
restricting people from entering 
camp until Friday morning, anyone 
is welcome to come as early as 
Wednesday. 

This will allow people to have an 
extended camping and observing 
experience.  You can enjoy the dark 
skies of Big Bear, California for up to 

We will continue to feature your work as part of the 
AstroImaging Exhibition . You are encouraged to 
bring a print of a favorite film or digital image you 
have produced since last year's conference in any or 

all of five categories:  

Solar System,  

Deep Sky,  

Eclipses/Transits,  

Meteors and Atmospheric Effects,  

Other astronomically related images. 

Pictures must be unframed and from 8x10 to 16 x 20 
(if matted, do not exceed 16 x 20 mat). Voting from 
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM on Saturday in the Pavilion (in 
front of the main dining hall). Entry and contest rules 
are at www.rtmcastronomyexpo.org. RTMC Attendees 
will enjoy your work and have an opportunity to name 
their favorites. Awards will be made Saturday night.  

Fire Safety 

Arrival and Setup 

Astro Imagers Needed 
Robert Stephensõ òTotalityó won Eclipses/Transits category  

with RTMC Staff. 

Evacuation plans given to all atten-

dees. 

Prohibition of outdoor fires, includ-

ing charcoal fires and white gas 

stoves. (Propane is acceptable.) 

Limitation of smoking to the con-

crete patio behind the meeting hall, 

with disposal of cigarette butts in a 

fireproof container.  

A specific type of certified fire ex-

tinguisher and safety certification 

on vendor tents and canopies for all 

vendors (not swap meeters).  

Regular inspection of the premises 

by the fire marshal, who has the 

authority to stop the proceedings . 

Keynote Speaker 

4 nights! 

We will not have a formal program on 
Wednesday or Thursday.  Most ven-
dors will start selling their wares on 
Friday - but come and enjoy the clear 
mountain air and outdoor experience 
two days early. 



The RTMC Astronomy Expo is fun for the 
entire family. The Super-Talented Astron-
omy Rascals program will entertain and 
inform the youngsters with astro -
activities and treats. Camp Oakes itself 
has other attractions. Everyone may 
enjoy the pool, lake canoes, archery, 
mountain biking (your own bike), wall 
climbing, and horseback riding. (A fee is 
charged for climbing and horseback rid-
ing. Visit the corral and simulated rock 
wall for fee information.) Bose Hall will 
have white lights inside for the non -astro
-minded who want a place to gather at 
night. 
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If you have an image, movie, or short 
Powerpoint that you would like to 
share with the astro -crowd, please 
bring it to the main hall on Friday 
night after dinner. At "Show and Tell" 
you can do a little informal bragging 
on what you have done without mak-
ing too big a deal of it.  Simply bring 
the file on a separate CD or thumb 
drive, clearly labeled with your name 
and which files you want shown, to 
the AV volunteers in front. It really 
helps if you have set the separate 
images into a short presentation 
(Powerpoint or other simple viewer), 
rather than relying on the AV folks to 
find the separate files.  Be ready to 
say a few words to the audience. Limit 
yourself to five minutes, please!  

We are seeking talks related to ob-
serving, telescopes, and equipment, 
and especially about topics related to 
2010ðDark Sky Observing. If you 
would like to make a presentation, 
lead a workshop, chair a panel, or 
reserve time for a special interest 
group meeting, please send an ab-
stract, audio-visual requirements, and 
a brief (50 words) biography by April 
1st to  program@rtmcastronomyexpo. 
org. The opinions expressed in the 
talks and workshops are those of the 
presenters, not of RTMC, Inc. 

In 1969, the tradition started with the 
"Telescope Makers Conference" at 
Riverside City College.  All these years 
later, RTMC Astronomy Expo is still a 
great Telescope Maker's Conference! 

If you wish to have others see your 
innovative designs or craftsmanship in 
telescope making, register for the 
Merit Awards program.  All entries 
must be completed (no "Under Con-
struction") and must be located on the 
Telescope Field, Telescope Alley, or 
Meadow. Judging is on Friday after-
noon and Saturday morning, with 
Merit Awards named Saturday eve-
ning.  

Show and Tell 

Presenters Needed 

Telescope Makers  

Space is available to display, explain, 
and sell your astronomical products, 
or for club participation. Vendor infor-
mation is available at: http://
www.rtmcastronomyexpo.org/
vendors.htm 
 
Cost: The cost starts at $60.00 for a 
regular booth site about fifteen feet 
wide. Complete cost information is 
available on the vendor website. Clubs 
will be charged only if selling. Com-
mercial enterprises (non 501(c)(3) 
organizations) will be charged whether 
or not they intend to sell products.  
 
Site Equipment: The vendor must 
provide canopies, tables, displays, and 
other equipment at a regular site.  
 
Premium Sites: Tents, carpeting, 
and furniture are provided at premium 
sites. 
 
Fire regulations: Tents and canopies 
must be certified as flame resistant 
and equipped with fire extinguishers, 
all properly labeled. See the website 
and  Vendor Information with your 
registration materials for details on the 
fire regulations.   
 
Commercial Exhibitors: California 
requires a Resellers license. Operating 
without a permit puts the RTMC, Inc. 
at risk. If you do not already have a 
permit, apply for a temporary seller's 
permit. For information see: http://
www.boe.ca.gov/info/reg.htm#sales.  
 
Swap Meeters: Non-commercial 
parties set up in the Swap Meet Area 
on Saturday need not pay site fees or 
have a reseller's license. 

Vendor Spaces 

VENDORS: 

 

Register by May 1 

DO NOT use the form in this 

brochure to register as a 

vendor. Instead, see: 
 www.rtmcastronomyexpo.org/

vendors.htm  

Family Fun 

If the old bones no longer enjoy camping, 
or if your family wants to shop in town, or 
sail Big Bear Lake, you may wish to con-
sider a stay in one of the many resort 
facilities in town itself. These include local 
establishments, national chains, cabins 
and homes for rent by the week or week-
end, and many fine bed and breakfast 
establishments. As long as you park away 
from the observing areas (so you do not 
have to drive out with your lights interfer-
ing with observers) you should be able to 
leave, catch a night in a nice comfortable 
bed, and come back the next morning. 
For more information about Big Bear re-
sort facilities and activities in the area, 
see http://www.bigbear.com/   

Other Options 


